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Village of Falling Flowers and prepared her for the arrival
of her new neighbours : ' A lady to whom I was much
attached, being seized with a sudden melancholy, fled
from the Court and soon afterwards ended her days in a
remote country place. She left behind a daughter, of whom
I could for years obtain no news. All this happened many
years ago and this daughter is now of course a full-grown
woman; but though I have been making enquiries ever since
it was only quite recently (and in the most accidental way)
that I at last obtained a clue. I at once determined to invite
her to my palace, and I am going to give her quarters close
to yours, in the unused Record Office. To one motherless
child of mine you have already shown infinite kindness,
and have not, I think, found the care of him unduly irksome.
If you will do for this new-comer what you have been doing
for Prince Yugiri, I shall be deeply thankful to you. She
has been brought up in very humble and rustic surroundings.
In many ways she must be ill-prepared for the life which she
will lead in such a place as this. I hope that you will
instruct her . . / and he made many suggestions for
Tamakatsura's polite education. ' I had no idea/ the
Lady replied, ' that you had more than one daughter.
However, I am extremely glad, if only for the Akashi
child's sake. I am sure she will be delighted to find
that she has a sister. . . .' 'The mother/ said Genji,
'was the most gentle and confiding creature I have ever
encountered. This girl, Lady Tamakatsura, doubtless re-
sembles her; and since you yourself are the easiest person
to get on with . . / * I have so much time on my hands/
she answered quickly. ' Some one of my own sort to look
after and advise a little. . . . That is just what I long for/
Genji's own servants and retainers had been told nothing
save that a strange lady was shortly to arrive. ' I wonder
whom he has picked up this time ? * one of them said. ' I